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she  will  have   eight   hundred   a   year  to  educate   her
children,

To return to Ossian: is not it evident that the Scots are
of Irish parentage? Hurt at the charge of having never
produced a^oef, they forge an epic in prose.

Thank you for answering my queries. I have one more:
who was the person Gray suspected of writing Colman's
and Lloyd's satire5? I imagine, the person mentioned
in the next page. Mr. Chute says, Posterity will not
believe that such a book as yours could be written in this
age, which has so totally lost sight of taste and common
sense. Pray, did you write it now, or when somehow or
other (as woman and the French say) you lived in the
Augustan age?

Since I wrote this, I have gone further into the Nugae
Antiguae, and have found three invaluable letters with ad"
mirable pictures of the courts of that time. They show
clearly what a sad dog Queen Bess was, and EL James what
a silly bitch. There is a ton mot to the latter of Sir John
Harrington's (translator of Ariosto), who had a great deal
of wit. The son of David * did much presse for my opinion
touchinge the power of Satane in matter of witchcraft, and
askede me with much gravitie if I did truelie understande
why the devil did worke more with anciente women than
others. I did not refraine from a scurvey jeste, and even
saide (notwithstandinge to whom it was saide) that we
were taughte hereof in scripture, where it is tolde that the
devil walketh in dry places/ Was it possible to make a
better answer to such a foolish question ? Is not this worthy
of being hung up as a companion to Foote's? bad as the
ages we wot of, they furnish Ions mots at least.
Lord Nuneham has just been here, and says everybody

5 Gray at first suspected Richard      1754-60.   See Ms letter to Mason of
Pottinger, Under Secretary of State,      June 7, 1760.,
